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INSIDE ND LAW

INSIDE
ND
LAW

LAW SCHOOL
LAW SCHOOL

WELCOME TO
NOTRE DAME
LAW SCHOOL.
What you have in your hands is a peek into our
community, into our classrooms. Notre Dame Law
School is a world-renowned institution where you
will have academic opportunities with top-notch
legal minds. But law school is more than time
spent in pursuit of higher education. The three
years spent here change you as a person, and set
a trajectory for a career in service to others for the
rest of your life. This insider’s guide will give you a
better grasp of who we are beyond the statistics
and rankings. If you want to learn more, we heartily
encourage you to visit us in person and check out
more details on law.nd.edu.
We are a different kind of law school. We hope you
see the energy and atmosphere that pushes each
student here to be a different kind of lawyer.

n o t r e d a m e l aw
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A DIFFERENT KIND
OF LAWYER
“There’s nothing more
dignifying than to serve
another human being. In so
doing, you put yourself on the
path to flourishing.”
PROFESSOR BRUCE HUBER

Service in the law begins with legal work that
solves problems and helps the community.
At Notre Dame Law School, you’ll find an
environment that fosters service, including
work like that of the National Immigrant
Justice Center Externship Program, where
students help asylum seekers find refuge in
the United States.
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SEVENTH CIRCUIT
Each year, four 3L students on the Moot Court Board write
briefs and conduct oral arguments in appointed habeas
corpus cases before the United States Court of Appeals
for the Seventh Circuit under the supervision of a leading
appellate practitioner. The students typically write a brief
during the fall semester and argue their cases during the
spring semester. The students are chosen during their
second year through the Moot Court Board’s internal
competition. You may even argue your case in front of
Notre Dame Law Professor Amy Coney Barrett, who was
confirmed as a judge for the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Seventh Circuit in October 2017.

SUPREME
VISITORS
At Notre Dame Law School, students
develop their views in an environment
of political and intellectual diversity—
a place where all opinions are valued
and no one will feel like a lonely liberal
or the only conservative in the class.

For example, in recent years Supreme
Court Justices Clarence Thomas,
Sonia Sotomayor, Samuel Alito, and
Ruth Bader Ginsburg have visited
Notre Dame Law School.
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WRITE ON
There are four journals that students can join during their 2L or 3L year.
Consistent with the University’s mission and exclusive to Notre Dame
Law School, the Journal of Law, Ethics, and Public Policy is unique
among legal periodicals because it directly analyzes law and public
policy from an ethical perspective. Founded in 1925, the Notre Dame
Law Review was once known as The Notre Dame Lawyer. Staff selection
is based on academic standing or writing competitions.

LIVE THE
MISSION

“Notre Dame encourages all students to truly live the mission of being a
‘different kind of lawyer.’ In doing so, the student body has developed into a
community that encourages all to make ethical and moral choices in all their
work while in law school and in their career. Through the high expectations
that the community imposes upon itself, the relationship between professors
and students has developed into one of lifelong learning, where professors
are always accessible for both questions and advice. In comparison with
my colleagues at other law schools, the Notre Dame community has a high
standard of ethics that has helped develop and support the extremely close
student-teacher relationships.” Anthony Kroese, ’17 J.D.
6
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FROM
SCOTUS
TO NDLS

Eleven members of Notre Dame Law School’s faculty have
clerked for U.S. Supreme Court justices. Amy Coney Barrett,
Anthony J. Bellia, and William Kelley clerked for Antonin Scalia;
Patricia Bellia and Jennifer Mason McAward clerked for
Sandra Day O’Connor; Nicole Garnett, Marah Stith McLeod,
and Stephen F. Smith clerked for Clarence Thomas; Richard
Garnett clerked for William H. Rehnquist; and Randy Kozel and
Jeffrey Pojanowski clerked for Anthony M. Kennedy. Stephen
Yelderman clerked for Neil Gorsuch when he served on the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit.

n o t r e d a m e l aw
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COLONEL WILLIAM
J. HOYNES
Colonel William J. Hoynes, an Irishborn Civil War veteran, was a master
teacher and strong personality who
charmed colleagues and students
alike while he was Notre Dame Law
School’s first dean from 1883 to
1919. The Law School’s top student
award and student code are named in
his honor.
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PIE DAY
Students get an annual day of revenge
against faculty and staff when Legal Voices
for Children & Youth hosts Pie Day. Students
pay for tickets to have the opportunity to pie
a professor in the face. All of the proceeds go
to a local charity.

14:1
Small community, big
opportunities. Our studentteacher ratio is 14:1,
and we don’t section
our classes. When being
registered into your 1L
classes, our registrar
ensures that the students
in your Contracts class
are different from those in

Torts. You will get to know
your entire 1L cohort and
have a richer educational
experience as you learn
from your classmates’
diverse experiences and
points of view. In addition,
there is academic support
galore through faculty and
peer advisers.

n o t r e d a m e l aw
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GROTTO
The Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes—
a replica of the French shrine—is a
go-to spot for quiet contemplation
and prayer on campus. Go there to
slow down, to soak in the calm of the
place, and to appreciate the colorful
beauty of the tulips that bloom there
in spring.

10

an insider’s guide

Catholic &
catholic
catholic
adjective | cath·o·lic | \’kath-lik, ‘ka-thə-\

1 a) often capitalized : of, relating to, or forming
the church universal
b) often capitalized : of, relating to, or forming
the ancient undivided Christian church or a
church claiming historical continuity from it
c) capitalized : roman Catholic
2 comprehensive, universal; especially : broad in
sympathies, tastes, or interests

ALL FAITHS
WELCOME
Campus Ministry seeks to care for
the spiritual needs of all students,
regardless of faith tradition. We
invite you to become involved in our
many retreats, faith sharing groups,
and choirs, and learn more about
the opportunities on campus for
personal prayer.

The Law School draws inspiration from the
Catholic tradition of Saint Thomas More, who said
he was “the King’s good servant, but God’s first.”
We are a community where people of every kind of
opinion are welcome and valued for the different
contributions they have to make.
The Basilica of the Sacred Heart is the place of
worship and center of Notre Dame’s Catholic
identity as well as a magnificent, Gothic-inspired
work of art. The Basilica’s east door is home to
the University’s World War I memorial—now a
campus landmark where the inscription “God,
Country, Notre Dame” can be found.

“I have been very pleasantly
surprised at how inclusive Notre
Dame is of people from diverse faith
backgrounds. As a Protestant, I have
found that my beliefs are respected,
and I have never felt judged or
ostracized. I also appreciate the
ethical focus that spans across our
curriculum, and am confident that this
stems from a rich faith life on campus.
Notre Dame Law challenges your
convictions and supports you in your
faith and your belief system, whether
or not you are Catholic.”
SHELBY COMPTON, ’18 J.D.
n o t r e d a m e l aw
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KRESGE
LAW
LIBRARY
Some students say the main reading room reminds them of the Great
Hall at Hogwarts. We say welcome to the Kresge Law Library—one
of Notre Dame Law School’s best resources. The Gothic-themed
architecture creates a calm-yet-inspiring environment for reading and
studying. The library includes seating for 550 with 150 individual study
carrels and 26 study rooms for collaborative work.
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The Law Library is also home to our visiting
scholar offices. Top legal minds come to NDLS
to conduct and share their research as well as
engage with students and the greater campus
community. The Law School recently hosted
former Irish president Mary McAleese and
Associate Justice Clarence Thomas of the
United States Supreme Court.

n o t r e d a m e l aw
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HOME
SWEET
DOME

Notre Dame’s Main Building is one
of the most recognizable collegiate
landmarks in the country. The Golden
Dome was added in 1882 and most
recently regilded in 2005. Yes, it’s real
gold, but it only takes about a fistful
to cover the entire structure. A 19foot, 4,000-pound statue of Mary,
the Mother of God, is perched atop
the Dome, an echo of the meaning of
“Notre Dame”—Our Lady.
Notre Dame graduates are called
“Domers,” and those who complete two
degrees here are called “Double Domers.”

THE LAW SCHOOL’S
LIVING ROOM
Between Eck Hall of Law and Biolchini Hall of
Law stretches the Commons, the Law School’s
living room. Many students, faculty, and staff will
eat lunch here or study in the morning or after
hours. March Madness plays on the televisions.
Receptions are held here. It’s both cozy, with its
many couches and armchairs, and collegiate, with
its arched windows and lofty ceiling.
The Crossings is the Law School’s cafe, located
in the Commons. A semester-long sandwich
competition takes place, with students entering
recipes for the top prize (bragging rights).
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FATHER TED
Notre Dame’s longtime president,
the late Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh,
C.S.C., personified the University’s
tradition of cultivating the mind,
body, and spirit in service to others.
A champion for civil rights, academic
freedom, and international peace,
Father Ted’s life continues to inspire
new generations of Domers, and

his name adorns the campus’s main
library, the Hesburgh Library.
In downtown South Bend, the local
community has commemorated him
with a life-size statue of Father Ted
holding hands with Martin Luther King
Jr., based on the iconic image in the
Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery.

THE HEART
OF CAMPUS

Notre Dame Law School is right at the heart of
campus, located on the Main Circle. The Law School
is housed in two connected buildings, Eck and
Biolchini Halls of Law. Biolchini was built in 1930
and renovated around the same time Eck was built
in 2009. The charm of Notre Dame’s Collegiate
Gothic architecture is coupled with state-of-the-art
classroom technology, connecting students with
lawyers and lectures around the world.

n o t r e d a m e l aw
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HIGH QUALITY,
LOW COST
South Bend isn’t a huge metropolis—
and that’s a good thing. Here, small
town, Midwestern charm combines
with many “big city” amenities to
create a vibrant, affordable place to
call home. Plenty of comforts and
attractions are just minutes from
campus, including big-box stores
and mom-and-pop shops, worldclass entertainment venues, green
spaces to explore, and plenty of tasty
restaurants and cafes.

South Bend is an affordable place
to live. The cost of living here is a
bargain compared to the U.S. average,
let alone that of large metropolitan
areas. Many calculations point to
South Bend’s affordable housing as
the biggest factor for an economical
lifestyle.

DOWNTOWN
16
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On the first Friday of every month, downtown South Bend
throws a themed party with fun events, dinner specials, and
plenty of live entertainment. Make sure you visit Michigan
Street in downtown South Bend—it is the hub for restaurants
and festivals (both family friendly and 21+) year-round.

n o t r e d a m e l aw
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DEAN NEWTON
The Joseph A. Matson Dean
and Professor of Law left San
Francisco to come to South Bend
in 2009. She teaches contracts to
first-year students and is one of
the nation’s top experts in Indian
Law. If you don’t see her in the
classroom, you will see her outside
it. She maintains an open-door
policy and can also be met during
one of her daily walkabouts—she
walks at least 10,000 steps a day,
every day.
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COURT IS IN
SESSION
The biggest room in Eck Hall of Law
is the McCartan Courtroom, which is
used for classes, lectures, and even
sometimes used for traveling court
sessions. In recent years, the Court
of Appeals for the Armed Forces has
brought cases to Notre Dame as part
of a learning exercise.

MOOT
COURT
There’s nothing like competing in
Moot Court to prepare for life as a
lawyer. The student-run organization
coordinates intramural and
intercollegiate competitions that
provide opportunities to develop
their appellate and advocacy skills.
Members of the Moot Court Board
also have the opportunity to argue
actual cases in front of the Seventh
Circuit Court of Appeals.

n o t r e d a m e l aw
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MOCK
INTERVIEWS
WITH ALUMNI
The Notre Dame Lawyer Network is an asset
to all current and recent graduates. Many
alumni take the time to host mock interviews
for students to prepare for the job hunt.
This year’s 3Ls had more than 350 mock
interviews with alumni in 70 cities during
a summer.

LOVE THEE
With arms clasped around
your classmates, you can
expect to sing the alma
mater at every football
game—win or lose.
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Notre Dame, our Mother
Tender, strong and true
Proudly in the heavens,
Gleams thy gold and blue.
Glory’s mantle cloaks thee
Golden is thy fame,
And our hearts forever,
Praise thee, Notre Dame.
And our hearts forever,
Love thee, Notre Dame.

A GLOBAL APPROACH
While the world’s borders are shrinking,
the need for lawyers dedicated to global
concerns continues to grow. At Notre Dame
you will have every opportunity to study
abroad in places such as Chile, China,
England, Ireland, Italy, and Switzerland. For
those with a passion for improving conditions
around the world, Notre Dame’s Center for
Civil and Human Rights is founded on a belief
in the worth and dignity of every human
being. With international human rights law as
your foundation, you will be equipped with the
legal knowledge and skills needed to impact
lives and create real change.

n o t r e d a m e l aw
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OCI

In 2017, our On-Campus Interview Program hosted
more than 85 employers interviewing for 200 offices,
representing jobs in more than 60 markets throughout
the United States. In addition to a robust OCI program,
we also offer off-campus interview programs in seven
major cities and work with employers for custom interview
schedules through November to accommodate all
recruiting styles.

Our alumni network is a distinct advantage. We consider a Notre Dame
Lawyer to be an individual who graduated from Notre Dame Law School
as well as any Notre Dame undergraduate who went on to receive a law
degree elsewhere. All alumni are bound by their experiences and their love
for Notre Dame.

“I chose Notre Dame Law School because the alumni
I met spoke about NDLS with such unique passion
and candor. It was clear they were invested above
and beyond what I heard about other law schools.
And when you get here, you realize it wasn’t a sales
pitch. You’re basically family.”
ERIKA GUSTIN, ’19 J.D.

ALUMNI
ADVANTAGE
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GEOGRAPHIC
MOBILITY
Go anywhere with a Notre Dame Law degree. Each summer,
the average graduating class takes the bar in around 30
states. With more than 8,000 alumni, we have alumni in all
50 states and in 80 international communities around the
world. The best part is that you can begin to take advantage
of the Notre Dame Law Association and the Notre Dame
Lawyer Committee events and networking opportunities in
your community right now.

n o t r e d a m e l aw
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FIGHTING
IRISH
Officially adopted in 1927, the
“Fighting Irish” moniker for Notre
Dame sports originally started off as
a derogatory name. It quickly changed
meanings as Notre Dame teams
created a reputation for competitive
athleticism. Prior to the “Fighting
Irish,” Notre Dame teams competed
under the names “Catholics” and
“Ramblers.” Clashmore Mike, the most
famous of the Irish Terrier mascots,
supported the team in the late 1930s,
and the Leprechaun appeared on the
sidelines as of 1960.
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$1.7
MILLION

Notre Dame Law School created
a Loan Repayment Assistance
Program (LRAP) to ensure that
students who feel called to
public interest law are financially
able to pursue that important
work. Under LRAP, the Law
School loans its J.D. graduates
money to help them repay
qualifying educational loans from
law school. LRAP then forgives
those loans over a period of time.
Since the Law School created
the program in 2001, it has
disbursed more than $1.7 million
to graduates who have worked in
a wide variety of public interest
and public service positions in
the United States and abroad.

GALILEE
PROGRAM
Get experience as a 1L student. The Galilee Program (Group
Alternative Live-In Legal Education) puts Notre Dame
students into the heart of communities that need the most
help. Spend winter break with your classmates in cities
across the country, learning about the social issues and legal
problems that exist in those communities and meeting with
the lawyers helping to solve those problems. Social justice and
public service should play a role in the career of every Notre
Dame Lawyer. For some graduates, that service will take the
form of full-time work in a nonprofit or governmental entity.
For other graduates who pursue full-time careers in private
firms, that service will take the form of pro bono work and
leadership in the bar or the community.
n o t r e d a m e l aw
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LONDON
LAW
CENTER

Notre Dame’s London Law Center, located at the landmark
Trafalgar Square, offers full-year and semester-long
programs for students to study international law. Notre
Dame is the only U.S. law school with a year-long overseas
program approved by the American Bar Association.
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MICHIANA
REAL WORK
REAL IMPACT
REAL LIVES
It’s one thing to learn about law in a textbook; it’s
another to learn through experience working on
real cases that impact families in the community.
Experiential learning is a priority at Notre Dame
Law School. Students can take simulation and
immersion courses, work in one of our five clinics
at the Clinical Law Center, or spend time in legal
offices through externships. Work over spring
break in Appalachia in a low-income legal office,
help the Notre Dame Athletics Office review
contracts, or practice intellectual property law
before the United States Patent and Trademark
Office through the Intellectual Property and
Entrepreneurship Clinic.

Let’s just clear this up. Michigan
+ Indiana = Michiana. Michiana is
a region in northern Indiana and
southwestern Michigan centered
on the city of South Bend, Indiana,
which derives its name from the
southernmost bend in the St. Joseph
River. With a population nearly a
million strong, the Michiana region
offers the amenities and activities
of a larger metropolis with a lot less
traffic and a smaller town feel. State
lines don’t divide this community. In
Michiana you will experience true
Midwest hospitality.

n o t r e d a m e l aw
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MENTOR
PROGRAM
WINDY
CITY OR
NATION’S
CAPITAL

At Notre Dame Law School, you’re not alone.
Mentorship is a strong part of scholarly
life here, with academic, alumni, and peer
mentors all part of the NDLS experience.
Law students themselves become mentors
to undergraduate students, if they wish.
The support network spans the globe and
helps prepare students for internship and job
interviews, networking, and other questions
about life as a lawyer.

Notre Dame Law students have the option of spending a semester in Chicago
or Washington, D.C.—two of the largest and most diverse legal markets in the
United States. Students in the Chicago program earn credits by participating
in an externship with a nonprofit organization, government office, judicial
chamber, or in-house corporate counsel. The program operates out of Notre
Dame’s beautiful classroom space on South Michigan Avenue in the heart of the
city. In Washington, D.C., students work in the nation’s capital in externships
related to the federal government, including federal agencies, executive offices,
congressional offices and committees, federal courts, and nonprofit research
and advocacy organizations.
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VITA
DULCEDO
SPES

Look closely at the University of Notre Dame’s seal and you will see the
key elements of Notre Dame’s values, traditions, and aspirations. The
book represents the core mission to discover and transmit knowledge.
The words Vita Dulcedo Spes, from the ancient Marian anthem “Hail Holy
Queen,” call Mary “Our Life, Our Sweetness, and Our Hope.” The cross
symbolizes the Catholic Church and the University’s founding religious
order, the Congregation of Holy Cross. The star represents Our Lady,
Star of the Sea. The waves illustrate the two lakes on campus and the
original University name: Notre Dame du Lac.
n o t r e d a m e l aw
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RIVER
LIGHTS
South Bend River Lights downtown provide
a spectacular interactive light display on
the river. Play with light while the water
tumbles by!
Downtown South Bend has gone through
a renaissance in recent years, with millions
spent in redevelopment of historical
properties to revitalize business, dining,
and entertainment.

n o t r e d a m e l aw
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ST. THOMAS MORE CHAPEL
The Law School was the first academic building on campus to have
its own chapel. The St. Thomas More Chapel offers Mass Monday
through Friday and on Sunday. St. Thomas More is the patron saint
of the legal profession.

MORRIS
INN
In 1902, Notre Dame student Ernest M. Morris could
not pay his tuition, so he asked the University for two
favors: to let him continue enrollment on credit, and to
take care of his horse, Dexter. Morris graduated and
went on to found his own investment firm. He donated
$1 million to aid the University in its expansion after
World War II, and the Morris Inn—located across Notre
Dame Avenue from the Law School—was built in his
honor. Asked why he did so much in return for a small bit
of kindness, Morris said, “I’ll just never forget how kind
Notre Dame was to my horse.”
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THE SHIRT
PROJECT
Each year, the undergraduate student
government Shirt Committee designs
a new T-shirt to sell in the campus
bookstore. The Shirt benefits student
activities as well as a charity for
students facing medical bills. It’s
pretty much the uniform for many
Fighting Irish fans in attendance
at football games on Saturdays in
the fall, and it has raised hundreds
of thousands of dollars since its
inception in 1990.
In conjunction with The Shirt, the
Notre Dame Law School Student Bar
Association releases a “Shirt” each
year with a punny lawyer slogan, such
as Lawyer Like a Champion Today.

n o t r e d a m e l aw
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BE AN A.R. WHILE
GETTING YOUR J.D.
For undergraduates, Notre Dame’s dorm life is an important aspect to their years
under the Dome. Graduate students have a unique role in dorm life: the position of
assistant rector in undergraduate housing. The Law School has the most number
of graduate students serving as A.R.s, with more than 40 living in dorms across
campus in the 2017–2018 school year. With it comes a salary each semester, as
well as on-campus housing, a meal plan, and special on-campus parking near the
dorm they serve.
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HOWARD
PARK
MURAL
Howard Park, part of the East Bank
Village neighborhood, is South
Bend’s original city park. The park
spans 11 acres and is nestled along
the St. Joseph River. The city of
South Bend is investing nearly $50
million in renovating its parks—
including a new outdoor ice skating
rink at Howard Park.

SWEET
In business since 1991, the South Bend Chocolate
Company got its start making chocolates under a license
from the University of Notre Dame. Today it produces over
500 different chocolates and sweets. Take a tour of its
58,000-square-foot factory on the west side of town and
dip a chocolate spoon. Its Chocolate Museum is home to one
of the largest collections of chocolate memorabilia in the
world—including a 1,300-year-old Mayan chocolate pot.

n o t r e d a m e l aw
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COMMUNITY
SERVICE
Being “A Different Kind of Lawyer”
means viewing a legal career as a
vocation and using your law degree
in service to humanity. Notre Dame
Law students have countless
opportunities to be involved in service
projects, starting during orientation
and continuing through graduation.

36
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EAT
YOUR
VEGGIES
Lookin’ pretty hip for being 100. Just
minutes from campus, the South Bend
Farmer’s Market features produce, meat,
spices, baked goods, and plenty of other
items for sale several days a week, all
from local producers from the region.
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INTENSIVE
TRIAL ADVOCACY
Notre Dame Law School has long been a national leader in
trial advocacy training—Notre Dame Law Professor James
Seckinger actually wrote the book! The Intensive Trial Advocacy program brings in top litigators and judges from across
the United States for a week-long workshop at the beginning of the semester. Comprehensive Trial Advocacy, taught
by local judges and lawyers, covers a broad range of trial
skills and allows students to conduct simulated trials during
a semester-long course.

THE LOG
CHAPEL
When the University of Notre
Dame was first established in
1842, founder Rev. Edward Sorin,
C.S.C., and the seven Brothers
with him resided in the original log
cabin, built in 1831, and used it
for worship. The original building
was destroyed by fire in 1856.
William Arnett, a former slave
from Kentucky, built the current
chapel, a replica of the first, in
1906. It is nestled on campus near
the shores of St. Mary’s Lake, and
it is a popular location for Mass,
weddings, and other religious
services.

n o t r e d a m e l aw
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MOTION
TO
STRIKE
If you’ve got a competitive streak,
consider joining the Notre Dame Law
School bowling league or softball
team. The bowling league competes
internally through the winter and
early spring, while the softball team
competes against other law schools
in the fall.
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FIND ME IN
THE CLUB
At Notre Dame Law School, if you have an interest, there’s
probably a club for it. From Food and Beverage Law Club
(Morris Inn tour, anyone?) to the Exoneration Project, the
LGBT Law Forum to the National Lawyers Guild, and The
Federalist Society to Future Prosecutors Club, NDLS
has more than 30 student clubs to get involved outside
of the classroom. Every law student is a member of the
Student Bar Association, and leadership opportunities are
available beginning 1L year. Law students can also join
clubs and organizations open to the larger graduate and
undergraduate student populations as well.

EAST RACE
WATERWAY
South Bend is no mountain town, but
it does have whitewater, believe it or
not. Downtown is home to America’s
first man-made whitewater course—
the East Race Waterway. Pile into a
raft with your friends for a bouncing,
splashing, screaming good time.
Professors John Nagel and Bruce
Huber have sponsored river cleanups
that are followed by a ride down the
East Race.

n o t r e d a m e l aw
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MARCH
UNDER
THE ARCH

Notre Dame Law School is located in the heart of
campus—a fact that becomes clear on football game days
when the Band of the Fighting Irish marches under the
Law School Arch en route from Bond Hall to Notre Dame
Stadium. The Notre Dame band is the oldest college band
in continuous existence in the United States. It was on
hand for the first game against the University of Michigan
in 1887 and has not missed a single home game since.
42
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SAND AND SURF
Lake Michigan’s sandy shoreline is an easy drive from Notre
Dame and a fun destination for day trips. There is something
for everyone—relaxing on the beach, enjoying the water, or
hiking the dunes. There’s even a dedicated group of surfers
on the water in the colder months when waves are good. On
a clear day you might see the Chicago skyline.

BON
APPÉTIT
Campus dining is tasty—like Jet-Tila-visitedand-trained-our-chefs tasty. Outside of the two
dining halls are numerous cafes and eateries
across campus. All are powered by the Center
for Culinary Excellence, which also offers
cooking classes to students.

n o t r e d a m e l aw
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BOOKSTORE
BASKETBALL
Grab four friends and head toward
the court. The Bookstore Basketball
tournament is the largest five-on-five
outdoor basketball tournament in
the world. Undergraduates, graduate
students, faculty, and staff flood the
courts near the Hammes Notre Dame
Bookstore each spring to compete for
the championship.

44

an insider’s guide

STUDENT
RECREATION
From golf to rock climbing and
basketball to cross-country skiing,
Notre Dame is a campus filled with
recreational opportunities. Whether
you’re a competitive athlete looking
for friendly rivals or an amateur just
looking to work out, you’ll fit in here.
Duncan Student Center offers stateof-the-art facilities for many types
of exercise.

DANCE
THE NIGHT
AWAY
Whether you love to boogie or have two left
feet, all are welcome at each semester’s
dance, held by the Student Bar Association.
The Fall Ball is a semiformal dance during fall
semester, while the Barrister’s Ball is an annual
formal event held in the spring that features
a gourmet dinner, cash bar, and dancing
throughout the night!

n o t r e d a m e l aw
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FATHER MIKE
VARIETY SHOW
One of Notre Dame Law School’s
most popular traditions is The Father
Mike Variety Show—an evening of
music and comedy that spotlights
the Law School’s talent and raises
money for scholarships each spring.
The event is named for Rev. Michael
Dillon McCafferty, C.S.C., a beloved
Law School faculty member and
assistant dean who died of lymphatic
cancer in 1987.
The event has featured faculty spoofs,
rewritten karaoke, and even Dean
Newton slow-jamming the news with a
group of students. A silent auction also
takes place, selling off experiences and
items provided by faculty and staff to
the highest student bidder.

46556
Technically speaking, Notre Dame isn’t in
South Bend, Indiana—it’s in Notre Dame,
Indiana. The campus has had its own post
office since 1851. The University’s founder,
Rev. Edward Sorin, C.S.C., saw securing a
post office as a strategic advantage for the
young college. “The regular passage of the mail
coach under the college windows makes the
college better known,” he said, “and causes the
public highways leading to it to be carefully
maintained.”
In addition to our post office, we also have our
own police and fire departments, on-campus
bank, laundry service, Fed-Ex office, hair salon,
and barber.
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TKO

Twice a year, teams of female and male boxers enter the
ring to fight for charity. Bengal Bouts, held in the spring by
the men’s boxing club, has raised money for Bangladesh
missions since the 1930s. Baraka Bouts, held by the
women’s boxing club in the fall since 1997, raises money for
missions in East Africa. Law students frequently participate
in this event, which brings in a large crowd from both the
campus and community.

n o t r e d a m e l aw
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ATHLETICS
Everyone knows that Notre Dame is a football school, but the hardwood and the ice are pretty
popular here, too. The men’s and women’s Fighting Irish basketball teams play to sold-out crowds
at Purcell Pavilion, and the sparkling Compton Family Ice Arena has been home to the hockey team
since opening in 2011. The Chicago Blackhawks have used Compton for preseason training on
several occasions.
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THE HOUSE
THAT ROCKNE
BUILT
Notre Dame’s campus changes wildly on football weekends.
On Fridays, pep rallies give fans a burst of energy. On game
day, campus is packed with students, alumni, and other
fans and well-wishers on hand to cheer on the Fighting Irish.
Students, including Law School students, can purchase
tickets for the student section at a special rate.

n o t r e d a m e l aw
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3L WEEK
Between final exams and Commencement exists 3L
week, a celebration with the entire class. The week
includes off-campus trips to Cubs games, rooftop
soirées, beach days, visits to Notre Dame Stadium,
and winery and brewery tours.

FOOTBALL
Notre Dame campus changes wildly on football weekends.
On Fridays, pep rallies give fans a burst of energy, and on
Football Saturdays, campus packed with students, alumni,
and other fans and well-wishers on hand to cheer on the
Fighting Irish. Students, including Law School students, can
purchase tickets for the student section at a special rate.
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GRACIELA
OLIVAREZ

One of the most profound—and positive—changes in
Notre Dame’s history was the University’s transition
to coeducation. Graciela Olivarez ’70 J.D. was the first
woman to graduate from the Law School. Olivarez was
a trailblazer in civil rights, director of the Community
Services Administration under President Jimmy Carter,
and founded the country’s first Spanish-language TV
station—just to name a few accomplishments. Notre
Dame’s Hispanic Law Students Association presents
the Graciela Olivarez Award annually to an outstanding
Hispanic lawyer or judge who exemplifies Olivarez’s
commitment to community service, dedication to justice,
and high ethical and moral standards.

BREAK A LEG
Shakespeare, opera, foreign films, traveling Broadway
shows—Notre Dame and South Bend pack an artistic
punch with venues like the DeBartolo Performing Arts
Center and Snite Museum of Art on campus and the Morris
Performing Arts Center downtown.
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PLANES,
TRAINS, AND
AUTOMOBILES
Weekend in Vegas? Job interview in
New York? You can go anywhere from
South Bend International Airport,
which offers cheap parking next to the
terminal, short lines at security, and
direct flights to 10 cities, including
major connection hubs like Atlanta,
Chicago, Detroit, Minneapolis, and
Newark. How about a day trip to
Chicago? The South Shore Line
commuter train will take you from the
airport to The Loop. And if you’re just
looking to get around South Bend,
there is Uber, Lyft, and Zipcar as
well as the South Bend Transpo bus
system.
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MEET MURF
Just across the street from the Law
School you will find good times and
great pub food at Rohr’s. The sports
pub housed inside The Morris Inn is a
frequent lunchtime hangout for Law
School faculty and staff, and many
gather there after business hours to
enjoy a beverage and chat with friends.
If you have a chance, stop by to meet
Murf, the longtime bartender with
plenty of good stories to share.

BOO
The Law School’s halls are far more
cute than scary when Halloween rolls
around. The children of students,
faculty, and staff are invited to trickor-treat, filling the Law School with
toddling heroines like Supergirl and
Ruth Bader Ginsburg. This time
of year you can also find students
carving pumpkins, sipping a pumpkin
spice latte, and enjoying the season
throughout the Law School.
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CRAFTY
South Bend is at the center of a
growing craft beer scene. South Bend
and Mishawaka are home to several
fantastic breweries, and it’s only a
short drive to southwest Michigan to
visit the “Craft Beer Trail” and sample
brews from dozens of local producers.
South Bend also hosts several craft
beer festivals visited by breweries from
all over the Midwest.

STUDEBAKER
Studebaker—the auto manufacturer
that once employed more than 20,000
people in South Bend—has endured
as a proud part of the city’s history.
The company’s old assembly plant
near downtown still stands and is in
the process of being renovated into a
massive technology center. Also near
downtown, the Studebaker National
Museum attracts car buffs who come
from around the country to check
out the museum’s collection of
historic vehicles.
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GOOD EATS
South Bend’s growing restaurant and bar scene, both
downtown and near campus on Eddy Street, makes
for plenty of opportunities for an evening out. (Maybe
you’ll even find yourself in the same establishment as
South Bend Mayor Pete Buttigieg, seen here dining with
students.) Bar Review is a Thursday night tradition for Law
School students to get out and relax together at a local
restaurant or bar.

n o t r e d a m e l aw
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DU LAC

When our founder Rev. Edward Sorin, C.S.C.,
made his way to chilly South Bend in the
middle of winter 1842, he looked out from
the steps of the Log Chapel and saw what he
believed to be one lake. Thus, he named us
University of Notre Dame du Lac— “University
of Our Lady of the Lake.” Much to his surprise,
he was met with not one, but two lakes when
the snow melted. He didn’t change the name,
but instead gave them the names St. Mary’s
Lake and St. Joseph’s Lake.
The beauty of the view inspired Father Sorin
to predict that Notre Dame “will be one of the
most powerful means for good in this country.”
He said as much in a letter that is displayed on
a bronze placard near the Log Chapel today.
Generations of lawyers have found their
callings, their futures, their successes at
Notre Dame. More importantly, they’ve
found a home. Welcome to Notre Dame
Law School. Welcome home.
n o t r e d a m e l aw
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